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the forests. There were many deaths, and the
invalids were allowed to return. One serious loss
was that of the priest, Medrano, who died of fever.
He went as chronicler of the expedition, and he left
behind, in manuscript, a history of the discovery
and conquest of New Granada which formed the
base of Friar Pedro Simon's subsequent history.
In spite of all difficulties, which to most explorers
would have been insuperable, Quesada pressed
onwards. At last only forty-five men were left,
and he allowed twenty to return. Still the intrepid
old veteran, with a small selected band, continued
his march until he reached the banks of the Guaviare
near its junction with the Orinoco. This is one of
the most remarkable journeys on record. At last
Quesada was obliged to return unsuccessful, only
because success was impossible, coming back to
Bogota deeply in debt. He had been absent three
years, and his age was now over seventy-two.
~ There were changes in the government of
New Granada. A judge named Montano arrived
as Juez de Residencies and arrested Armendariz,
who was sent to be tried in Spain. The accusations
against him were disproved and he was completely
exonerated. He then entered Holy orders, and
died a canon of Siguenza. The two other judges,